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Bogota’s
oraffiti
beguiles

tourists

Street artists have a wealth
of inspiration to draw from
in a unique environment
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VAWN HIMMELSBACH

SPECIAL TO THE STAR

BOGOTA—Christian Petersen first vis-
ited Colombiain 2001 “when itwasa
completely different country towhat
itis today.”

The Aussie returned in 2009, mar-
ried a Colombian womanhe metona
bus back in 2001 and co-founded Bo-
gota Graffiti Tour.

Petersen, an artist himself, was im-
pressed by Bogota’s bustling street
art scene.

“Colombia has very potent and rel-
evant socio-political issues and top-
ics to draw inspiration from, like the
longest-running civil war in the
world, injustices, poverty, internal
displacement, genocide, corruption,
war on drugs and much more.”

CHRISTIAN PETERSEN PHOTOS

But it’s not all political: The coun-  Christian Petersen is co-founder of the Bogota Graffiti Tour. Colombia’s biodiversity is a rich source of inspiration on the streets.

try’s biodiversity is also a rich source
of inspiration on the streets.

Bogota is a unique environment for
graffiti artists.

Technically, graffiti is “prohibited,”
though it’s not illegal. That means
artists can work during the day with-
out fear of prosecution or detention
(at most, they would be fined, and
only if they painted on a government
or private building without permis-
sion).

And that increases the quality of
work, according to Petersen. There’s
also recognition that street art is be-
coming a tourist attraction.

“When I moved to Bogota, I met
local artists that encouraged me to
move my art form on the street,” said
Petersen.

“I wanted to share this with a wider
audience, and who best to do it than
someone that knows the artists and
paints on Bogota’s streets?”

His company now runs tours twice
aday, throughout the year.

Vawn Himmelsbach'’s trip was
sponsored by G Adventures, which

didn't review or approve this story. One of the most vividly coloured spots you'll see on the Bogota Graffiti Tour, which runs twice a day throughout the year.
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‘March 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th 2016 at 1:00 p.m.

WINTER/SPRING AND FALL 2016 ~_GalltoRSVP__
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FALL IN THE ATLANTIC ISLANDS| ALGARVE PLUS BARCELONA ....SPRING/FALL 2016
CANARY ISLANDS PLUS AZORES
2 weeks from...1899..to...2499
2 weeks """"" 1 79 9 """ TO """" 1 89 9 Features: Airfare Toronto/Barcelona/Lisbon/Toronto with TS, transfers in BCN 5 nights be in LAS RAMBLAS, car in Portugal Mainland, 7 nights
mNARY ISLANDS PL US MADEIRA 1 bed apt in ALGARVE *** and 1st and last in Lisbon bb. Add dep taxes and fees 595. Departures every Saturday in May/SEP. and October 2016
2 weeks......... 1699......7T0..... 1899 ALGARVE WINTERSUN 2017 PREVIEW OFFER
2 Weeks 1199 to 1399
Features: Airfare + transfers + 7 nights Canary Islands + 6 nights 3Week 1399 tg 1599
in S. Miguel or 8 nights in Madeira etc 4Weeks. 1599 to 1799
Departures every Wednesday September & Features: Airfare Tor/Faro +transfers+ 13/20/27 nights 1 bed APT 4 + maid service
October 2016. Add departure taxes & the fees 445. To be add dep. taxes & fees 595. Weekly dep. from Jan10 until Mar20/2017. Call Now....

Spring Savings 2016......ALGARVE plus Taste of NAZARE. 20 days.......1299 / 26 days.
Features: Airfare Toronto/Faro&Lisbon/Toronto + Car + 14/21 nights Algm
1 bed Apt+ 5 nights Fishing Village of NAZARE 1bed Apt . Add departure taxes and fees 495. Departures 4pr11 05 & 12-2016. Only 20 seats per flight at this rate Call Now.....

ALGARVE PLUS TASTE OF LONDON UK
23 days from 1999/2199

Features: R/t airfare Toronto/Lisbon or Faro/London/Toronto. Transfers + 19 nights ALGARVE 1 bed Apt 4 + 3nights London President hotel bb. +London city Tour. Not included dep. taxes and fees 675... Departures Nov15, Jan15 Feb15 & Mar07/2017

www.sunmedholidays.com ALGARVE FALL 2016

Super Deal 2 WEEKS.........from 1299 To 1499
2055 Dundqs Street East MISSISSGUQO Ontario Features: Airfare + transfers + 12nights ALGARVE & first and last in Lisbon bb.
1-800-263-0858, 416-234-0774 & 905-238-3193 T1C0: 3030457/3090828

Add dep. Taxes and fees 495. Departures every Saturday in Sep and Oct 2016
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COMFORT
TOUR Canada

MORE TOURS
AVAILABLE ONLINE

» New York City  » Washington
» Chicago » Montreal, Quebec

i N EwP Yo RK | WAs il G-I:ON » Boston & Ottawa

MARCH 12-15, 2016 MARCH 25-28, 2016 » Philadelphia & ” East Coast

(MARCH BREAK) (EASTER'WEEKEND) L Gettysburg » Niagara Falls

MAR 12 *March Break*, 25 *Easter* APR 14, 28
From

$59 MAY 5, 12, 20 *victoria Day*, 26 JUN 2, 9, 16, 23
e gy JUN 30 “CanadaDay* JUL 7, 14, 21, 29 *Civic Holiday* (o7 \N N [e)''D 416.642.0372

SRS MORE DATES AVAILABLE ONLINE Visit our website for more information
[{&SI) nico #so013a88  TOLL FREE 1866 213 0371 | 90 Sherhourne Street, Suite 101, Toronto, M5A 21 WWW.CO mforttour.ca

Wood burning fireplaces, hot stone massages, a fabulous steam room and
our new outdoor hot springs! So many ways to Warm Up this winter!
Includes overnight accommodations plus a specialty coffee in the lounge.

$169* per room, Sunday-Friday | $229* per room, Saturdays
Call 1-800-383-3976 or book online today with promo code WARM

MILLCROFT INN & SPA
Ry millcroft.com « 1-800-383-3976 « Caledon, Ontario

HOTELS “Plus taxes, resort fee & gratuities. Other restrictions may apply. See website for full details.
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i ;‘ “Ielllalll Treasures

a0%oft 10DAYS

! Airfare Included
i _53_299 +$480 TAXES i
‘ , y .

2016 departure dates: Oct 05,14, Nov* 11,25 N
o Hanoi - Halong Bay Saigon - Mekong Delta « Cu Chi !
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f‘cnma Delights 1cons
sz 099 FOR2 Airfare Included
{ 4 +$480 TAXES*

2016 Bi-weekly departures May to Nov
Beijing « Shanghai + Suzhou « Wuxi « Hangzhou
]
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® Package Price includes i i flights and i ﬂlghts Deluxe hotel ;
Most meals, Guided sightseeing tours, All entrance fees, Professional
English-speaking tour guides.

® Other departure cities available with add-on airfare. *Airport taxes apply to all guests.

. ion tours to ,Guilin Xian avai

® *Vietnam Tour high season surcharge $100pp.

s TEL:1-855-604-6488/416-800-0501 -
Nexus Holidays  oq aiden rd, suite 312, Markham, ONT Chlna Tour Presentation at 11am
www.nexusholidays.ca [EL¥Ig I ~ On Mar 5,2016 Please RSVP!
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GREAT MARCH

EVERYONE ELSE GETS A MARCH
BREAK, YOU DESERVE ONE TOO!

Your getaway includes overnight
accommodations, dinner for 2 from
our special Feature Menu

plus tasting passes for 2 to

Oast House Brewery,

Chéateau des Charmes Winery

and Chocolate FX.

From $199* per room,
Sunday-Friday

From $289*pér room,
Saturday -

'
:\vailable March1-31, 2016

HOTELS

b T ﬂ.
Call or book online today with promo code: GREATM
DinceWtes QUEENS LANDING  PILLAR-POSE

vintage-hotels.com * 1-888-669-5566 * Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

*Plus taxes, resort fee & gratuities. Other restrictions may apply. See website for full details.




